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Terms of Reference

Metrology, Accreditation and Standardization (MAS)

for Sustainable Economic Development (MASDEV)
This initiative seeks to bring together all specialist organisations that operate at a global level and that are active in promoting MAS (metrology, accreditation and standardization) as a tool for sustainable economic development. These organisations are those: 

· responsible for international metrology and accreditation; 

· involved in setting and harmonising documentary standards at the international level; 

· with expertise in developing sustainable MAS infrastructures in developing countries and regions. 

The aim of the initiative is to pool expertise and to provide information as a way of raising awareness of the various activities that make an appropriate and coherent MAS infrastructure to support sustainable economic development. The emphasis will always be on supporting, enhancing and adding value to existing activities. The countries and regions concerned can then set their own priorities and develop a MAS model that best meets their needs and conforms to international requirements. The MASDEV will act as a source of up-to-date and expert information but neither has, nor intends to promote, any preconceived "model" for MAS infrastructure. It is not the role of the MASDEV to seek external funding as a group; this is the function of each body, as deemed appropriate by its constituency. 

The MASDEV will: 

· Develop "modules" and supporting documentation that describe the importance of MAS activities and their benefits. These could then be used for informational and awareness raising purposes in seminars and events to appropriately define MAS to regional and national decision makers and other relevant parties. The MASDEV would actively seek to work with and support the objectives of global organizations such as the WTO as well as the WHO and other UN sister organisations; 

· Liaise, on request, with international as well as local agencies that seek to introduce MAS programs; 

· Develop a suitable web-based information resource that provides linkages to relevant activities of interest to developing countries and regions. 

Participants will contribute expertise and their own resources in support of mutually agreed MASDEV objectives. Although the work of the MASDEV proceeds by consensus, any significant commitment by the participating bodies will normally be discussed with their appropriate Member Bodies.

