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12 COOMET Committee meeting was convened by the COOM7ET President Mr. N. Zhagora and took place in Havana, Republic of Cuba, at the conference-room of a hotel “Neptuno-Tritono” from 6 to 7 of May, 2002.

List of participants
The following COOMET Committee members and accompanying persons participated at the meeting.

	BELARUS
	Mr. Shabanov Maxim
	Secretariat COOMET

	
	Belarussian institute of metrology (BelGIM)

	GERMANY
	Mr. Hans Dieter 
	Committee member

	
	Federal Physic-Technical Institute (PTB)

	
	Mr. Hartmut Apel
	

	
	PTB

	
	Mr. Rainer Hahnevald

	
	Verification service of Branderburg district

	CUBA
	Mr. Martin Antuanes Ramires
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	Mr. Eduardo Peres Gonzales

	
	National Bureau of standards of the Republic of Cuba (NC)

	
	Mrs. Teresa Infante Frometa

	
	NC

	
	Mr. Onel Torres Quintana

	
	NC

	
	Mr. Jesis Bran

	
	NC

	Lithuania
	Mr. Osvaldas Staugaitis
	Committee member

	
	State Metrology Service

	
	Mr.Viktoras Zabolotnas

	
	State Metrology Service

	
	Mr.Stasys Dapkevicius

	
	Vilnius Metrology Centre

	
	Mr. Vaidotas Gegevicius

	
	Vilnius Metrology Centre

	Russia
	Mr. Vladimir Belotserkovsky
	Committee member

	
	State Committee of Russian Federation for standardisation, and metrology (Gosstandart of Russia)

	
	Mr. Boris Gorshkov
	

	
	All-Russian Science and Research Institute of Metrological Service (VNIIMS)

	
	Mr. Alexander Astashenkov
	

	
	VNIIMS

	
	Mr. Vladislav Leonov
	

	
	Urals Science and Research Institute of Metrology (UNIIM)

	
	Mr. Sergei Korostin
	

	
	All-Russian Science and Research Institute of measurement technique in applied physics and radio industry 
(VNIIFTRI)

	
	Mr. Nikolai Koshelyaevsky
	

	
	VNIIFTRI

	Romania
	Mr. Valentin Patasanu

	
	National Bureau of Legal Metrology

	Slovakia
	Mr. Matej Bily
	Committee member

	
	Slovak Institute of Metrology 

	Ukraine
	Mr. Gorislav Sidorenko
	Committee member

	
	tate Committee of the Ukraine for standardisation, metrology and certification (Gosstandart of the Ukraine)

	
	Mr. Serop Kialdunoziants
	

	
	Ukrainian center for standardisation, metrology and certification (UkrCSM)

	BIML
	Mr. Jean-François Magaña,
	

	
	BIML Director


OPENING OF THE MEETING

The Vice-President of COOMET Mr. V. Belotserkovsky held the meeting instead of the COOMET president Mr. N. Zhagora who could not attend the meeting for a good reason. Mr. V. Belotserkovsky on behalf of the president welcomed COOMET Committee members and accompanying persons. He read out an address of the President to the participants and wished effective work. 

Mr. V. Belotserkovsky expressed his confidence that despite rich working programme the goals of the meeting will be achieved. 
Than the floor was given to the host party of the meeting.

WELCOMING SPEECH OF THE HOST PARTY

Mrs Amerigo Santos - the Vice-minister of science, technology and environment protection of the Republic of Cuba welcomed participants of the meeting.

The vice-minister highlighted importance of the Committee meeting taking into account the tasks of cooperation i.e. encouragement of join work of metrological organisations aimed at solving different problems and creating effective procedures to ensure mutual recognition of measurement standards and equivalence of measurement certificates and to exchange information about work of different metrological organisations and their plans for future development.

In closing Mrs. Amerigo Santos wished the participants of the meeting to have pleasant stay in the Republic of Cuba and expressed her confidence that the meeting will have all necessary facilities for doing an effective work.

ADOPTING THE AGENDA 

After participants were introduced the Committee proceeded with approval of the agenda. The following agenda was adopted: 

1 Introduction of new COOMET members.

2 Introduction of new COOMET Committee members.

3 Election of COOMET Vice-president.

4 Approval of the Minutes of the 11th COOMET Committee Meeting.

5 Progress report of COOMET President "COOMET activities since the 11th Meeting and objectives of collaboration".

6  Realisation of the COOMET Working Programme for 2001 ( 2002.

6.1 Information of COOMET Secretariat.

6.2 Progress reports of COOMET Rapporteurs in the subject fields:

· Mass, force and pressure (Lithuania);

· Electricity (the Ukraine);

· Length and angle (the Ukraine);

· Time and frequency (Russia);

· Ionising radiation and radioactivity (Russia);

· Flow measurement (Russia);

· Acoustics and vibrations (Belarus);

· Photometry and radiometry (Russia);

· Reference materials (Russia);

· Thermometry and thermal physics (the Ukraine);

· Physical chemistry (Russia); 

· Legal metrology (Germany).

7 Approval of a new organisational structure of COOMET and appointment of heads of COOMET structural bodies.

8 Discussion of changes and add-ins to COOMET Memorandum and COOMET Rules of Procedure.

9 About decisions adopted at 8th JCRB meeting and ways of their implementation. Situation with realisation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) by COOMET member-countries 

10 About results of COOMET Quality Forum. About situation and trends of collaboration of COOMET members in the filed of Quality Management Systems of NMIs.

11 Information of National metrological organisations of COOMET member-countries about domestic problems in metrological activities 

12 About activities of metrological organisations 

13 A lecture "Accreditation in the field of legal metrology – new developments in EU" 
14 Miscellaneous.

14.1 About the RMOs membership fee rates and their amount for different countries.

14.2 About EEC UNO document "Guide for measurement procedures".
14.3 About Seminar on Directive MID.

15 About venue and date of the 13 COOMET Committee Meeting.

1. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COOMET MEMBERS 

The participants of the meeting were informed about application of Central Institute of Metrology for associated membership of Democratic People Republic of Korea in COOMET.

The following resolution was adopted:

DPR of Korea is accepted for membership in COOMET as the associate member.

2. INTRODUCTION OF NEW COOMET COMMITTEE MEMBERS


The participants were informed about the following changes to COOMET Committee. 

· Committee member for the Republic of Kazakhstan – Mr. Seidikasym Baibekov, 

General Director of Kazakhstan Institute of Metrology,

· Committee member for Republic of Moldova – Mr. Sergei Baban, 

General Director of Department "Moldova-Standard",

· Committee member for DRP of Korea – Mr. Kim Gwan Ho, 

Director of Central Institute of Metrology.
3. ELECTION OF COOMET VICE-PRESIDENT

The participants agreed with the appointment of prof. Matej Bily - the director general of SMU and COOMET Committee member for Slovakia, as a COOMET Vice-president.

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 11TH COOMET COMMITTEE MEETING

Since the Secretariat received no comments concerning the Minutes of 11th COOMET Committee meeting it was accepted with no remarks.

In order to reduce the time required for approval of documents of COOMET Committee meetings it was decided to have voting on the Minutes through e-mail correspondence during a month after the protocol has been circulated by COOMET Secretariat.
5. PROGRESS REPORT OF COOMET PRESIDENT "COOMET ACTIVITIES SINCE THE 11TH MEETING AND OBJECTIVES OF COLLABORATION"

Participants of the meeting listened to the report of COOMET President delivered by Mr. Belotserkovsky, COOMET Vice -president.

The report (see Annex 2) dealt with an information about the work carried out in the period from May 2001 till present time. During this period the work have been carried out according to the COOMET Working Program for 2001 – 2002 and Immediate measures for its realisation.

The results of COOMET activities in the reporting year were summed up and major tasks for the future development of COOMET were emphasised.

The following resolution was adopted:
It was proposed to take notice of the Progress report of COOMET President and follow its statements in further work of COOMET.

6. REALISATION OF THE COOMET WORKING PROGRAMME FOR 2001 ( 2002 

6.1 Information of COOMET Secretariat

Information about realisation of COOMET Working programme for 2001 – 2002 was distributed among the participants of the meeting (see Annex 3).

The following resolution was adopted by the Committee:
1) A notice should be taken of the information prepared by the Secretariat about realisation of COOMET Working programme for 2001 – 2002.

2) The following main tasks are recognised to constitute the COOMET Working programme for 2001 – 2002.

· works on realisation of the COOMET Development programme for 2001 – 2002;

· works on realisation of the Agreement on mutual recognition of measurement standards (MRA) i.e. preparation of CMCs and participation in comparisons of measurement standards and development and presentation of NMIs quality management systems.

6.2 PROGRESS REPORTS OF COOMET RAPPORTEUERS IN THE SUBJECT FIELDS
The participants of the meeting listened to the reports prepared by COOMET Rapporteuers (or their representatives) in subject field about works, which were carried out in 2001 – 2002.

MASS, FORCE, PRESSURE
The Rapporteuer in this field of cooperation - Mr. V. Gegevicius made a report.

In the report main attention was given to results of the last meeting of correspondents and contact persons, which was held in Kharkov in March 2001. At the meeting the following points were discussed: preparation and review of CMCs of COOMET member-countries; participation in interregional review of CMCs prepared by other RMO; establishing groups of experts for inner and interregional review of CMCs. New COOMET projects were also proposed (these are inter-comparisons of measuring standards of mass, force and pressure and creation of database of completed inter-comparisons in this field of cooperation) 

Next meeting will take place in VNIIM after D.I. Mendeleev (St. Petersburg, Russia) in March 2003. 

ELECTRICITY 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. Y. Pavlenko), Mr. G. Sidorenko read out the progress report in this subject field.

It was noted that the major work has been carried out on preparation and review of CMCs.

First stage of this process is finished, i.e. CMCs of Russia are put on the BIPM web site. Results of interregional review have been timely submitted to BIPM. 

Works on COOMET projects: The project 134/DE-a/96 “Comparisons of transportable standards of current and voltage transformers” is completed and the final report on this work is being prepared. A new project 254/RU/02 “Comparisons of measuring standards of Volt at 1 V” was proposed. 

In the last year a meeting of correspondents and contact persons was not held. The raporteur in this subject field proposed to held such meeting in the period Autumn 2002 – Spring 2003 in KhGNIIM, the Ukraine. 

LENGTH AND ANGLE 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. V. Solovjov), Mr. G. Sidorenko read out the progress report in this subject field.

In the report it was noted that the work has been carried out on 3 COOMET projects and processing of data obtained in course of 1 project was also performed.

Project 133/Sk/96 “Comparison of precision polygons” was completed. 4 projects are at the stage of approval. 

Preparation and review of CMCs (prepared in general by Russia, Belarus and the Ukraine) was also carried out.

Meeting of correspondents and contact persons in this subject field was held in July 18-19, 2001 in SMU (Slovakia). 5 COOMET member countries took part in this meeting. The participants of the meeting exchanged information on major issues and objectives in the field “Length and Angle”. 

TIME AND FREQUENCY 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. V.Tatarenkov), Mr. N. Kosheljaevsky read out the progress report in this subject field.renkov

During the reporting period 4 projects were in progress in this field of cooperation. These projects have been carried out on constant basis. All the four projects yielded substantial results and useful practical information. In the intermediate report there is detailed information on these projects. 

In February 2002 in VNIIFTRI, Russia, a first meeting of the correspondents that was entirely dedicated to elaboration of code list and approaches to filling in CMCs tables. Code list was circulated for approval among COOMET member-countries.

A particularity of works in this field of co-operation is a constant exchange of data with international and regional metrological organisations (BIPM, Consultative Committee on time and frequencies, International telecommunication union, International agency of the Earth's revolution, International geodesic agency, International agency on laser monitoring of satellites). 

IONISING RADIATION AND RADIOACTIVITY 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. J. Bregadze), Mr. S. Korostin read out the progress report on this subject field.

In the report a detailed information was given on the 2-nd meeting of correspondents and contact persons that took place in Minsk, Oktober 2001.

At the meeting current state of works on approved COOMET Projects (4 projects) was discussed as well as new proposed projects and preparation of CMCs for Annex C to MRA. 

Two new projects were proposed in 2002 (on comparisons of software for scintillation spectrometers for measuring activity of radionuclides and on elaboration of recommendations for creating reference-measuring installation of the Republic of Moldova in the field of ionising radiation and radioactivity).

Next meeting will be held in Moldova in Autumn, 2002.

FLOW MEASUREMENTS
Mr. B. Gorshkov produced information on progress in this subject field.

In the report it was noted that because of resignation of Mr. I. Peter from the position of COOMET raporteur in this field of cooperation the works were stopped. 

Thus the new raporteur in this subject field together with COOMET Secretariat were charged with revision of project list and to convoke a meeting.

The priority in the future should be given to preparation of COOMET CMCs in the field of flow measurements since the works were not started yet (except of Germany and Slovakia). 

ACOUSTIC AND VIBRATION 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mrs. V. Pozdeva), Mr. S. Korostin read out the progress report on this subject field.

Representatives of five member-countries attended the first meeting of COOMET correspondents (Misk, Belarus) in AUV in 2001. 

At the meeting statements on progress in the field of AUV in COOMET member-countries were produced. Approved and proposed projects were also discussed.

The participants of the meeting received a set of documents necessary to prepare CMCs.

Up to now preparation, inner and interregional review of CMCs of Russia in AUV is finished and put on the BIPM web-site. COOMET experts took place in review of CMCs of SIM and EUROMET. At present a group of experts on CMCs review is being gathered.

Cuba, Khazakhstan, Kirgizia and Romania were proposed to stir up works on preparation of CMCs of their NMIs.

PHOTOMETRY AND RADIOMETRY 

Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. V. Kuznetsov), Mr. B. Gorshkov read out the progress report on this subject field.

A general description of the activities in this field was given and it was also noted that works have been carried out on 4 projects approved. A detailed information about each project is given in the report. 

Four new projects concerning measurements of characteristics of optical-fibre based systems for data transmission and radiometry of ultraviolet radiation (the Ukraine and Belarus gave their approval). This year the project 152/DE/97 is finished.

A meeting of co-ordinators and contact persons took place in VNIIOFI, Moscow in October 2001. 

Works on preparation of CMCs have been started and CMCs of EUROMET, SADCMET and APMP were reviewed.

стандартные образцы 
Mr. V. Leonov reported on the progress in this subject field. 

A general information about collaboration was given in the report and in particularly about 13 approved and 3 proposed projects. In the reporting period 7 projects were finished and 4 of them resulted in development of CRM (projects 187/ BY/99, 195/BG/99, 196/BG/99 and 197/BG/99). 

An analytical review “Normative documents regulating the questions of RM development and use CRM” (185/RU/99) was finished as well as Program of joint development of RM (186/RU/99). All the documents developed were dispatched to international and regional organisations working in this particular area.
A secretary of the raporteur maintains a register of RM, developed in the frame of COOMET projects.

7th meeting of correspondents and contact persons from 9 member-countries was held in October 2001. At the meeting results of the completed projects and profit of 16 proposed projects were discussed. Discussions also covered information about the activities of international and regional organisations working in RM area.

THERMOMETRY AND THERMAL PHYSICS
Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. L. Nazarenko), Mr. G. Sidorenko read out the progress report on this subject field.

It was noted that works have been carried out on 4 projects basically dedicated to inter-comparisons of measuring standards.

1st meeting of correspondents took place in VNIIM, 2-3 October 2001 with participation of 14 experts from 4 countries. 

At the meeting they discussed issues of CMCs preparation and participation of COOMET member-countries in interlaboratory comparisons. At present CMCs in this field prepared only Russia and the Ukraine.

The next meeting is planned for September 2002 at KSSRIM, the Ukraine.

Physical chemistry
Because of the absence of the original Rapporteuer (Mr. L. Konopelko), Mr. V. Leonov read out the progress report on this subject field.

A general information about collaboration was given in the report (including progress with projects and preparation of CMCs data)

The reporter pointed out that a special task group was established to deal with review of CMCs. Actually CMCs of Russia in the field of gas analysis were prepared and reviewed (listed in the BIPM database in October 2001). The work also concerned CMCs in the field of organic and non organic substances, electrochemistry (listed in the BIPM database in spring 2002). The group also reviewed CMCs submitted by SIM, EUROMET and APMP.

A meeting of COOMET correspondents in this field was held in December 6, 2001. 

LEGAL METROLOGY
The Rapporteuer Mr. R. Hahnevald produced information on the activities in this subject field.

He reported of the results of 3rd meeting of WG on Legal metrology, which was held in Germany, Braunscheweig in April 2002. He noted that this field of co-operation is of great interest in view of strengthening collaboration between regional organisations of legal metrology and OIML. 

The work was carried out on 5 projects.

In 2002 the project 207/BY/01 "Development of COOMET Recommendation setting requirements to composition and layout of Type description of measuring instruments for harmonisation of national Registers in COOMET member-countries".

Next meeting is planned for 2003 prior to COOMET Committee meeting.

The following resolution was adopted:

1. Reports of COOMET Rapporteuers are to be taken into consideration.

· A notice should be taken of the documents registered by COOMET Secretariat during the reporting period:

· CООМЕТ document D/RM/11-01 "Normative documents regulating the questions of RMS production and use analytical overview (based on information provided by COOMET contact persons for RMS)";
· CООМЕТ document D/RM/12-01 "Programme of joint certified reference materials development within COOMET";

· CООМЕТ document D/RM/13-01 "Register of certified reference materials of composition and properties of substances and materials developed within COOMET".

2. The project 111/UA/92 "Gearing parameter measurements unity metrological assurance" has to be excluded from COOMET Working programme.

3. Following the results of 3 meeting of Working Group on Legal metrology it is agreed

· to charge COOMET Secretariat with registering the Recommendation "Layout, presentation, drawing up and contents of Measuring instrument type specification for national register of measuring instruments" as a formal COOMET Document, elaborated in the framework of COOMET Project 207/BY/00, and to place it at the COOMET WEB-site;

· to put an emphasis on the importance of close collaboration with OIML in the field of legal metrology in order to promote harmonization of works in the future;

· to ask Mr. N. Zhagora, COOMET President, and Mr. R. Hahnewald, a Rapporteuer in the subject field "Legal metrology", to take part in the next Coordinating meeting of RLMOs and OIML (30 of September, 2002);

· to agree with the suggestion of Mr. J-F. Magana and to ask Mr. R. Hahnewald to prepare a report on the decisions of the meeting of Working Group on Legal Metrology and to submit it to BILM as and example to be used by other RLMOs.

7. APPROVAL OF A NEW ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE OF COOMET AND APPOINTMENT OF HEADS OF COOMET STRUCTURAL BODIES 

The participants discussed the draft of a new organisational structure of COOMET that was early approved at 4th meeting of Presidential Council.

The following resolution was adopted taking into account remarks of the participants:
1) The new COOMET Structure is approved (Annex 5)

2) The following appointments were made in the new COOMET structure.
	NAME OF A STRUCTURAL BODY
	CHAIRMAN

	Measurement Standards Joint Committee 
	Dr. S. Korostin, VNIIFTRI, Russia

	TC 1.1 "General questions con​cerning measurements (General metrology)"
	vacancy

	TC 1.2 "Acoustics, ultra​sound, vibration"
	Mrs. V. Pozdeeva, BelGIM, Belarus 

	TC 1.3 "Electricity and magnetism"
	Dr. D. Vasyliev, VNIIFTRI, Rissia

	TC 1.4 "Flow measurement"
	Dr. V. Bolshakov, KSSRIM, Ukraine

	TC 1.5 "Length and angle"
	Prof. Dr. V. Solovjov, KSSRIM, Ukraine

	TC 1.6 "Mass and related quantities"
	Dr. V. Gegevicius, VMC, Lithuania 

	TC 1.7 "Photometry and radiometry"
	Mr. V. Kuznetzov, VNIIOFI, Russia

	TC 1.8 "Physical chemistry"
	Prof. Dr. L. Konopelko, VNIIM, Russia

	TC 1.9 "Ionizing radiation and radioactivity"
	Prof. Dr. Y. Bregadze, VNIIFTRI, Russia

	TC 1.10 "Thermometry and thermal physics"
	Prof. Dr. L. Nazarenko. KSSRIM, Ukraine

	TC 1.11 "Time and frequency" 
	Dr. N. Koshelyaevsky, VNIIFTRI, Russia

	TC 1.12 "Reference materials"
	Prof. Dr. V. Leonov, UNIIM, Russia 

	TC 2 "Legal Metrology Technical Committee"
	Dr. H. Apel, Germany 

(in 2002 – Dr. R. Hahnewald, Germany)

	Quality Forum (QF)
	Prof. М.Bily, SMU, Slovakia

	TC 3.1 "Quality Forum Technical Committee"
	Dr. S. Musil, SMU, Slovakia

	TC 4 "Information and Training Technical Committee"
	COOMET Secretariat


It was suggested to prolong terms of office of the Chairman of Structural bodies – former COOMET Rapporteuer from the date of their appointment as COOMET Rapporteuer.

3) Committee members are kindly asked to inform Chairman of Structural bodies and COOMET Secretariat of their nominees to COOMET structural bodies till 31 of June 2002 (members of TC 1.1 – TC 1.12, TC 2, QF, TC 3.1, TC 4).

4) COOMET Secretariat is charged with the following:

· to work out a draft of Typical regulations for COOMET Structural bodies in the framework of the project 251/BY-a/01 and submit it for approval at the 5 meeting of Presidential Council;

· to regroup COOMET Projects according to Structural and working bodies specialisation and scope of subject fields and send this information to the heads of this bodies (TC and SC) till 1 of December 2002 in order to affix Working Groups, engaged in projects elaboration, to this bodies.

5) Chairman of COOMET Structural bodies are kindly asked to prepare the following based on the Typical regulations for COOMET structural bodies taking into consideration the scope of developments and staff of Working Groups till 15 of February 2003 and send this information to COOMET Secretariat.

· a draft of Regulations for the COOMET body under their supervision;
· suggestions on the nominees for the heads of related SCs and their staff.
8. DISCUSSION OF CHANGES AND ADD-INS TO COOMET MEMORANDUM AND COOMET RULES OF PROCEDURE

The following resolution was adopted:
Changes and add-ins to the COOMET Memorandum of Understanding and Rules of Procedure are approved in accordance with the new COOMET Organizational Structure (revised documents are given in Annex 6 and 7).

9. ABOUT DECISIONS ADOPTED AT 8TH JCRB MEETING AND WAYS OF THEIR IMPLEMENTATION. SITUATION WITH REALISATION OF THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION ARRANGEMENT (MRA) BY COOMET MEMBER-COUNTRIES 

Mr. V. Belotserkovsky, Vice-president of COOMET and COOMET Representative to JCRB, reported on this matter. 
Mr. V. Belotserkovsky informed the participants (see Annex 8) about progress with the implementation of the MRA and pointed out some particularities and problems concerning preparation of CMC by the NMI of the COOMET member-countries. Besides Mr. V. Belotserkovsky reported on the results of 8th JCRB meeting and spoke about new COOMET objectives originated from the decisions adopted at the meeting.

The following decision was made:

1) to take notice of the information prepared by Mr. V. Belotserkovsky;

2) to recommend COOMET member-countries to stir up the works on preparation of CMC and to submit them for internal review in COOMET as well as participate in review of CMCs submitted by other regional metrological organizations;

3) to charge the Working Group engaged with elaboration of COOMET Project 251/BY-a/01 to consider possibility of placing on COOMET Web-site CMCs representing the low level measurement standards and belonging to national metrological organizations and metrological services of private companies, apart from CMCs representing the high level measurement standards.

10. ABOUT RESULTS OF COOMET QUALITY FORUM. ABOUT SITUATION AND TRENDS OF COLLABORATION OF COOMET MEMBERS IN THE FILED OF QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS OF NMIS 

Mr. M. Bily made a brief report on this matter. 

The protocol of the Quality Forum can be retrieved from the COOMET web-site, section “COOMET Quality Forum” www.coomet.org or www.smu.gov.sk/eng/qs.htm.

The following resolution was adopted:
1) to take notice of the information prepared by M. Bily;

2) to draw attention of COOMET Committee members to the fact that in order to place CMCs of their NMIs at BIPM WEB-site they need to prepare and make presentation of Quality management systems of their NMIS at the COOMET Quality Forum or at the similar event of other regional organization that reviewed and took responsibility to represent relevant CMCs, in 1,5 year period;

3) to ask Secretariat to register a formal COOMET Document "Recommendation on the evaluation of quality management system of national metrological institutes" and place it on COOMET Web-site;

4) to take into consideration that an International workshop on development of NMI' quality management systems will be held and hosted by Belarussian State Institute of Metrology in Autumn 2003 in Minsk.

11. INFORMATION OF NATIONAL METROLOGICAL ORGANISATIONS OF COOMET MEMBER-COUNTRIES ABOUT PROBLEMS IN DOMESTIC METROLOGICAL ACTIVITIES
The participants exchanged information about urgent problems in their domestic metrology and about the most important events in the field of metrology, which took place in their countries.

The following resolution was adopted by the Committee:
Information prepared by the participants of the meeting is taken into consideration.

12. ABOUT ACTIVITIES OF METROLOGICAL ORGANISATIONS 

Mr. Belozerkovsky reported that COOMET received several salutary addresses and wishes of good work. In particularly these are: 

· from EUROMET chairmen Mr. V. Schwitz. He authorised Mr. M. Bily to act at this Committee meeting as EUROMET representative;

· from APMP president Mr. H. Imai. He showeв keen interest of the Agenda and wished a fruitful work.

The following participants reported on the activities of International Organisations:

· OIML – Mr. J-F. Magana, BIML Director;

· EUROMET – Mr. M. Bily;

· STC-Meter EASC – Mr. G. Sidorenko.

· JCRB – Mr. V. Belotserkovsky.

The following decision was made:
Information prepared by Mr. J-F. Magana, Mr. M. Bily; Mr. G. Sidorenko, Mr. V. Belotserkovsky is taken into consideration (see Annex 9).
13. A lecture "Accreditation in the field of legal metrology – new developments in EU"
Mr. H. Appel delivered a lecture. Brief information is given in Annex 10. Taking into account a wish of the author not to publish all his considerations on the new trends in the field accreditation, the lecture is restricted to a foreword. 

The following resolution was adopted:
Mr. H. Apel was acknowledged of his very instructive presentation and the information is taken into consideration.

14. Miscellaneous
14.1 About the RMOs membership fee rates and their amount for different countries
Mr. B. Gorshkov reported on this issue.

The following decision was made:
COOMET Secretariat and a representative from Germany are charged with suggesting a reasonable amount of COOMET budget in three months.

14.2 About EEC UNO document "Guide for measurement procedures"
The following resolution was adopted:
Measurement Standards Joint Committee is kindly asked to consider possibility of COOMET participation in development of EEC UNO document "Guide for measurement procedures".
14.3 About Seminar on MID
COOMET Committee members considered this matter and the following resolution was adopted:

A notice should be taken of the information of Mr. H-D. Velfe, about the intent of PTB to held and support a Workshop on implementation of MID Directive in the first half of 2003 in Moscow.

15. ABOUT VENUE AND DATE OF THE 13 COOMET COMMITTEE MEETING

COOMET Committee discussed over this question and adopted the following resolution:

The Committee accepts the proposal of Mr. G. Sidorenko to host 13 Meeting of COOMET Committee in May 2003 in the Ukraine was accepted. 

CLOSING THE MEETING
COOMET Vice president thanked the participants for their effective work. He acknowledged the work of Secretariat and Organisers and admitted a high level of preparing and conducting the meeting and thanked the interpreter for his splendid work.
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Annex 2

COOMET activities since the 11th Meeting and objectives of collaboration 

(Thesis of Progress Report of COOMET President)

Dear Colleagues,

Let me inform you of the work of COOMET Secretariat and my work after the 11th COOMET Committee meeting that took place in Kishenev in April 2001 and also focus on the tasks to be solved by COOMET in the nearest future.

We are glad to welcome new COOMET members from Kazakhstan  and Moldova and an associated member of  our organization – Central Institute of Metrology of  DPR of  Korea. Taking into account that the role of MROs is constantly growing I am sure that this was not the last appreciation for COOMET membership.  A certain interest to the member of our organization showed Estonia and Yugoslavia.

COOMET activities during the last year were in accordance with COOMET Development program for 2001-2002 and its primary and managing works inside the organization.

The question of improvement of COOMET organizational structure arose, first of all, due to universal character of COOMET activities and also due to necessity of harmonization of COOMET internal structure with the structures of other RLMO. It also urges to establish well-defined collaboration between steering and working bodies.

The beginning of these changes is dated back to 10th COOMET Committee meeting when first changes and add-ins to the Memorandum of understanding were introduced according to which new positions of vice-president and Presidential Council appeared. It should be admitted that Presidential Council works quite efficiently.

When responsibility of each vice president were exactly defined at 3 Presidential Council in September 2001 it helped not only ensure participation of COOMET representatives in different international metrological events but also to shorten time required for making decisions on collaboration matters. 

New organizational structure assumes establishment of Technical committees (hereinafter referred to as TC) particular fields of collaboration. Heads of TC (the former Raporteurs) will remain the core peoples in particular fields of collaboration. They are fully responsible for the effective work of COOMET however restricted to coordination of correspondent activities and work of project coordinators and also are engaged in collaboration with the reporters of other RLMOs.

It has direct impact on realization of Agreement on mutual recognition of measurement standards. 

If we adopt new organizational structure it will require some changes of COOMET Memorandum of Understanding and Rules of Procedure. This issue will be discussed under the corresponding item of the Agenda.

The most important side of increasing effectiveness of COOMET management is the stirring up activities of COOMET coordinators and correspondents. In this regard, I would like to note that we can definitely positive steps. For instance, the last year we witnessed first meetings of correspondents in such subject fields as "AUV" and "Thermometry" and a meeting in the field of "Time and frequency" is planned to take place in February this year. This undoubtedly will promote development and strengthen collaboration in this field.

Unfortunately, not all member countries participate in meetings and, in this regard, COOMET Committee Members should prepare the way for the possibility to support participation of their correspondents.

In our opinion, COOMET activities gradually become more and more evident and results of COOMET Working programme proved it so. The proving details will be given in the report of COOMET Secretariat.  

It worth mentioning that current work is characterized by increasing activity in all fields of co-operation but flow measurements. I do hope that situation in this field will change for the better as the new coordinator is elected.

As it already was mentioned, our organization is the universal one according to the scope of its activities. However, the major interest is the cooperation in the field of measurement standards and particularly in the realization of MRA. 

Preparation of CMCs, participation in key and supplementary comparisons and establishment of Quality management systems of NMIs must be priorities of the Working Program for 2002-2003 (it should be taken into account that according to BIPM's decision the transition period for submitting CMCs in the frame of MRA will be terminated in 2003. Thus all member-countries should try to publish their CMCs on the BIPM web-site). 

Of course, some success has been achieved in the field of preparing CMC by NMIs in member-countries.

CMC of Russian Federation (and also from Germany and Slovenia submitted their CMC through EUROMET) are published on the BIPMs WEB-site. It is necessary to note activity of the Ukraine and Belarus in preparation and review of CMC. Other member countries should follow them.

The current situation with CMC in COOMET will be reported in details by COOMET representative to JCRB – Mr. V. Belozerkovsky.

To support the CMCs claimed the NMI should operate or introduce a Quality management system. Therefore we have to include this new and very important issue in the list of COOMET fields of cooperation. The first step was made in February 2002 when the first Meeting of COOMET Quality Forum took place. President would like to acknowledge prof. Mateu Bily, the general director of Slovak NMI (SMU) for the high level of  arrangements for the meeting and all the participants of this Forum for effective discussions of the problem.

Results of the 1st QF will be discussed in details under the item 10 of the present Agenda.

President suggest that tasks of COOMET for the future should presume establishment of correspondent relations between COOMET and Regional accreditation organizations (first of all EA and APLAC).

The progress in co-operation of the COOMET countries in the subject field of Legal metrology became more apparent nowadays. The scope of cooperation projects is rather wide covering issues from harmonization of requirement in Legal metrology to measuring instruments software testing. A recommendation is being prepared regarding software testing.

Role of the Regional metrology organizations is constantly growing. Results of coordination meeting of OIML and RLMOs proved this. Information about this meeting  is given in our meeting working documents.

COOMET would like to suggest to Mr. Magana to discuss the problem of creation of Joint Committee RLMO and OIML. One of the Committee objectives can be a coordination of the regional organizations' activities in the field of mutual recognition of legal metrology services. The Committee can also elaborate on policy and programs of the international cooperation in the field of legal metrology.

The major COOMET task in this field is aimed at a positive cooperation with WELMEC and establishment of  relations with APMP and APLMF.

The most important condition of an effective COOMET activity is a usage of modern information technology. Some actions have been already done in this field. The COOMET СMС and document databases have been elaborated; information and analytic system of COOMET projects is working etc. This information is given on the COOMET web-site.

The president thinks that not only CMC of the National Standards of the highest level but also CMC of standards of lower level should be published on COOMET web-site/ The standards can be kept by national metrology organizations and metrology services of legal bodies. In the last case organization accredited these services will be responsible for confidence of their CMCs.

It would be useful to suggest publishment on the COOMET web-site of information cabout the most important project concerning elaboration of standards, unique measurement devices in the COOMET countries , etc. 

As a rule all RMOs pay a great attention to preparing and studying of young specialist in the field of metrology. COOMET is not exclusion in this field as well. Thus in accordance with a decision of the President Council, collection of data of the countries requirements in this field is already started. After summarizing of all information the COOMET program of workshops will be made. The president would also like to discuss the problem of financial of COOMET activity. This problem should be decided.  In accordance with analysis almost all RMO have sharing participation in financial of Secretary and whole organization activity. 

The President think that it is necessary to investigate this problem more attentively and to try once more to find compromise in decision of this problem during discussion of changes of fundamental COOMET documents.

Thank you for attention!

Annex 3

INFORMATION OF COOMET SECRETARIAT ON THE PROGRESS WITH COOMET WORKING PROGRAM FOR 2001 – 2002
The Working Program for 2001/2002 envisaged the following:

1. Realisation of works on COOMET projects;

2. Realisation of COOMET leading and working bodies meetings.

3. Carrying out the information activity.

4. Participation of COOMET representatives in national and international events concerning metrology.

5. Arrangements on preparing experts in metrology and improving professional knowledge.
1. Realisation of COOMET projects

During all years of cooperation in the framework of COOMET 261 projects were proposed. At present there are 53 agreed projects and 34 proposed projects. During the reporting period 12 projects were finished (during the previous reporting period 4 projects were finished). Following the decision of 11th COOMET Committee meeting Secretariat carried out analysis of COOMET projects completed. 

It should noted that there are a number of nearly finished projects in the COOMET Working Programme but progress information is hardly made available by relevant contact persons (even after appropriated queries made by COOMET Secretariat). The Reporters are kindly asked to investigate and report on the situation under the question. 

Based on the analysis of COOMET Working Programme it can be admitted that works have been carrying out almost in all fields of cooperation.

In 2001 30 new projects were proposed (15 of them are in the subject field “Reference materials”; 4 projects in the field of "Photometry and Radiometry", 3 projects in the field "Acoustic, Ultrasound, Vibration", 3 projects in the filed of "Thermometry and Thermal physics"). In 2002 only 5 projects were proposed.

In the subject field "Time and frequency" metrological works are carried out on constant basis in the framework of 3 projects.

In the reporting period the works in the subject field “Reference materials” were rather active. 8 projects out of 12 completed projects are in this very filed. 

Along with projects on development and interlaboratory evaluation of RM the project "Development of the Programme of RM Joint Production within COOMET" was finished and defines ways of further collaboration in this subject field. 

Unfortunately, it should be admitted that due to lack of a reporter in the filed of “Flow measurements” the works in this very field are rather slack. Information about activities in this field is not available to COOMET Secretariat. The newly appointed contact person will have to put much efforts to stir up the collaboration in this filed.

More detailed information on progress with works in these fields of cooperation will be given by COOMET Reporters when discussing item 6.2. of the Agenda.

REALISATION OF COOMET LEADING AND WORKING BODIES MEETINGS

In the period concerned (beyond 11 COOMET Committee meeting) the following meetings were held:

In the year 2001:

· The third meeting of COOMET President Council (September 23, 2001; Moscow, Russia);

· Meetings of the contact persons and coordinators of COOMET projects:

· "Length and angle" (July 18–19, 2001, Bratislava, Slovakia);

· "Acoustics and Vibration" (October 1–2, 2001; Minsk, Belarus);

· "Reference Materials" (October 2–3, 2001; Minsk, Belarus);

· "Thermometry and Thermal physic" (October 2–3, 2001; Sankt-Petersburg, Russia);

· "Photometry and Radiometry" (October 23, 2001; Moskow, Russia);

· "Ionizing Radiation and Radioactivity" (October 30–November 1, 2001; Minsk, Belarus);

· "Physical Chemistry" (December 6, 2001; Sankt-Petersburg, Russia).

In the year 2002:

· The First meeting of COOMET Quality Forum (February 25 – 26, 2002, Bratislava, Slovakia);

· The Fourth meeting of COOMET President Council (April 8, 2002, Braunschweig, Germany);

· Meetings of the contact persons and coordinators of COOMET projects:

· "Time and Frequency" (February 21, 2002, Mendeleevo, Russia);

· "Mass, force and pressure " (March 26 – 27, 2002, Kharkov, the Ukraine); 

· "Legal Metrology (April 9, 2002, Braunschweig, Germany).

In the reporting period initial meetings of COOMET Reporters and contact persons in the subject fields “Acoustics, Ultrasound, Vibration” and “Thermometry and thermo-physics and “Time and frequency” took place. This undoubtedly will promote increase of cooperation in the fields concerned. 

Secretariat prepared Schedule of meetings of steering and working bodies of COOMET for 2002 which is already being realised. 

The graph shows that in 2002 in the framework of COOMET the most of meetings in the majority of subject fields will be held.

Information about the scheduled COOMET meetings will be put to the Web-site of COOMET.

3. Carrying out the information activity
In the reporting period the preparation of a new edition of COOMET Catalogue-2002 was initiated. Since updated information for the Catalogue was delayed by some member-countries it became impossible to release the new Catalogue by the time of COOMET Committee meeting (as it was initially intended by Secretariat).

Preparation of the Catalogue will be continued after the Committee meeting and the updated Catalogue will be ready by June 2002 taking into account the proposed changes of COOMET organisational structure and participation of member-countries in the structural and working bodies of COOMET.

In the reporting period the works on updating and dispatching information of participants of cooperation projects and their contact data were carried out. 

In 2001 Secretariat proposed a project 251/BY/01 "Working out and realisation of suggestions on improvement of Web-site of COOMET". At present the project is agreed. The participants are Belarus, Germany, Moldova, Khazakstan, Russia, the Ukraine. A meeting of corresponding working group is also planned.

In the reporting period the information of COOMET web-site was updated (information data base on COOMET projects and their participants was updated). 

The following additional information is now available at the web-site:

· "Calendar – 2002", 

· COOMET Documents, 

· Summary table of CMC preparation progress by the member-countries,

· Reports on past meetings of COOMET working bodies (meetings of COOMET contact persons),

· Report on the meeting of the representatives of RLMO and OIML (it was also circulated among Committee members and contact persons in the field of legal metrology of the member-countries).

As is known of 15.09.2001 a leaflet “Information about COOMET” (in colour) was prepared and distributed among participants of the meeting of the representatives of RLMO and OIML (September 2001).

COOMET Secretariat prepared Progress report about COOMET activities for presentation at the meeting of the representatives of RLMO and OIML (September 2001) and at the meeting of General Assembly of APMP (November 2001)

4. Participation of COOMET representatives in national and international events concerning metrology

The representatives of COOMET took part in the following events:

In the year 2001:

· 7th meeting of Joint Committee of Regional Metrological organisations and BIPM (October 8 – 9, 2001, Paris) 
The participants from COOMET were Mr. V. Belozerkovsky, Mr. L. Isaev, Mr. A. Astashenkov, Mr. D.Vasiliev, Mr. A. Pokhodun;

· the meetings of the representatives of regional organisations on legal metrology and OIML (September 24, 2001, Moscow); 
· The participant from COOMET was Mr. N. Zhagora, L. Astafijeva, 
Mr. V. Belozerkovsky, A. Astashenkov etc.;

· 36-th meeting of International Committee on Legal Metrology (September
 25 – 27, 2001, Moscow);
19-th meeting of Intergovernmental Council on standardisation, metrology and certification (May 22 – 24, 2001, Dushanbe);

· 20-th meeting of Intergovernmental Council on standardisation, metrology and certification (30 of October – 2 of November 2001, Bishkek);

· 14-th meeting of NTCMeter of Intergovernmental Council on standardisation, metrology and certification (September 5 – 7, 2001, Astana).

In the year 2002:

· 8th meeting of Joint Committee of Regional Metrological organisations and BIPM (March 5 – 6, 2002, Pretoria) 
The participants from COOMET were Mr. V. Belozerkovsky, Mr. M.Bily, Mr. A. Astashenkov, Mr. L. Isaev, Mr. A. Pokhodun;

· NMI Directors of Metre Convention States
The participants from COOMET were Mr. M.Bily, Mr. A. Astashenkov;

· 15-th meeting of STCMeter of Intergovernmental Council on standardisation, metrology and certification (April 2-5, Kharkov, the Ukraine).

Information could be more explicit but, unfortunately, the queries of COOMET Secretary were relied only by few COOMET Committee members and Reporters. 

COOMET Secretariat proposes more actively react on the queries.

This question will be discussed in more details in Item 12 of the Agenda. 

Thank to introduction to COOMET organisational structure a position of Vice-Presidents and their fixed responsibilities, participation of COOMET representatives in different international events became more co-ordinated.

Secretariat prepared and distributed among Committee members and Reporters schedules of meetings for 2002:

· Meetings of steering bodies of international organisations,

· Meetings of steering and working bodies of regional metrology organisations,

· International and national conferences, seminars on metrology problems.

Secretariat received information of participation of representatives of some member-countries in meetings of working bodies of EUROMET and national conferences on the issues of metrology.

5. ARRANGEMENTS ON PREPARING EXPERTS IN METROLOGY AND IMPROVING PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE
Working programme for 2001 – 2002 does not include any events in this field of COOMET activities.

1. However, following the decisions of 3 COOMET Presidential Council the member-countries were proposed to submit to a Vice-president responsible for the matters concerning training and improvement of professional skills of metrologists, information of their needs in this very field.

Belarus, Khazakstan, Kyrgyzia, Moldova and Russia prepared such information.

After the missing data will be received from the rest of the member-countries and summarised by COOMET Secretariat a COOMET Training Programme will be prepared.

2. Probation visits of expert-metrologist from COOMET member-countries. 

According to the information received by COOMET Secretariat the following probation visits took place in the reporting period based on bilateral agreements:

· in 2001 one young scientists from Belarus studied in PTB, Germany on the subject "Expression of measurement uncertainty"

· in 2001 – 2002 expert-metrologists from Lithuania studied in PTB, Germany on the subject "Electricity and magnetism", "Thermometry", "Mass measurements" and also in Belarussian Institute of Metrology on the subject "Radiometry and dosimetry".

Secretariat has no other information on this matter.

These are the results of fulfilment of the COOMET Working Program for the period between two successive COOMET Committee meetings.

Thank you for attention!

The following documents were also distributed between COOMET Committee Members: 

1. The scope of COOMET cooperation projects (lists of agreed, proposed and completed COOMET projects, statistics on projects status, trend of the number of proposed project and distribution of projects by the fields of cooperation and by the countries-coordinators).

2. Analysis of completed COOMET projects

3. Meeting of steering and working bodies of COOMET in 2002

4. Meetings of steering and working bodies of international and regional organisations in 2002

organisational structure of COOMET                                                                  Annex 5
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

The National Metrology Institutions on behalf of which this Memorandum has been signed, considering:

· the territorial proximity of the States and their mutual economic relations;

· the necessity to permanently perfect the metrological services for the benefit of the economic and scientific relations;

· the similarity of their structures and of the operational principles of their National Metrology Services;

· their combined experience and the results of their previous bilateral and multilateral cooperation;

· their willingness to more closely co-operate within the scope of international and regional metrology organisations;

declare their intention of co-operating in the field of physical quantities measurement standards, legal metrology, calibration and accreditation of measuring laboratories within the framework of COOMET as follows: 

SECTION 1 – MEMBERS OF COOMET

COOMET is the organisation for the Euro-Asian co-operation of National Metrology Institutions (from the countries of Central and Eastern Europe and countries nearby) and is open to the National Metrology Institutions of countries of other regions to join it as Associate Members.

Section 2 – Objectives of COOMET 

The objectives of COOMET are: 

1. To contribute to effectively solving problems of the uniformity of measures and the required accuracy of measurements; 

2. To contribute to establishing closer cooperation between the national economies and to removing technical barriers to international trade; 

3. To harmonize the activities of the Metrology Services on the basis of international arrangements.

Section 3 – Tasks of COOMET 

The tasks of COOMET are to strengthen the links between the National Metrology Institutions interested in solving common problems and to create effective mechanisms in order: 

1. To achieve equivalence of measurement standards and to harmonize the requirements imposed on measuring instruments and methods for their metrological control; 

2. To recognize the equivalence of national certificates certified the results of metrological activities; 

3. To exchange information on the present status of National Metrology Services and their development; 

4. To collaborate in metrological projects; 

5. To promote the exchange of metrological services. 

Section 4 – Principal fields of cooperation within COOMET 

The principal fields of cooperation within COOMET include: 

1. Establishing and maintaince of primary standards and scales of physical quantities; 

2. Dissemination of units from primary standards to ordinary measuring instruments; 

3. International comparisons of primary standards and of standards of lower levels; 

4. Development of new methods of measurement and of new types of measuring instruments of high accuracy;

5. Solving of problems of general metrology, including problems of the theory of measurement and uncertainties, systems of units, terminology; 

6. Establishing of a system of collection and dissemination of information on metrology and on measurement techniques, information technologies.
7. Definition, collection, evaluation and certification of reference data used in metrology; 

8. Certification and use of reference materials; 

9. Unification of requirements for measuring instruments subject to metrological control and of test methods in accordance with international recommendations; 

10. Preparation of conditions for the mutual recognition of results of metrological control and metrological supervision.
11. Implementation of calibration and recognition of its results according to the rules and procedures set up by international organizations; 

12. Accreditation of calibration (verification) laboratories and National Metrological Institutes according to the rules and procedures set up by international organizations.
13. Development and certification and implementation of Quality management systems of National Metrological Institutes.

14. Training and rising proficiency level of experts.
15. Improvement of the organisation' activities and its structural bodies.
Section 5 – Structure of COOMET and working procedures

1. The COOMET body initiating and supporting cooperation is the Committee. It consists of the Heads of National Metrology Institutions of the COOMET member countries or persons appointed by them, one representative from each institution. The Committee will ensure that the activity of COOMET is in accordance with its objectives and contributes to accomplishing its tasks. 

2. The Committee shall elect its President from among its Members, for a period of three years, with the eligibility for reelection for one subsequent term of office. 

3. At the Committee meetings one or more experts may accompany each Member of the Committee. Only Committee Members may vote. 

4. The Committee may invite observers from other international or regional organizations to take part in their meetings. 

5. The Committee shall meet as often as required but at least once per year. 

6. On the proposal of the President, the Committee shall approve nominees for the Vice-Presidents from among its members. 

The President, the Vice-Presidents and Chief of the COOMET Secretariat form the Presidential Council, which will develop the policies within the framework of COOMET, co-operation with international and regional metrology organizations, realization of the collaboration between the Committee meetings and preparation of questions for consideration at these meetings.

7. The Committee shall decide on its own Rules of Procedure and on those of other organs of COOMET. 

8. The tasks of the COOMET Secretariat will, as a rule, be performed by the National Metrology Institute of the President. 

9. The Secretariat will assist the President and the Presidential Council in the management of COOMET and ensure contacts both between the Committee Members and between Committee and structural and working bodies of COOMET.
10. Following the decision of COOMET Committee for the purpose of initiating work in the major fields and directions of cooperation the following structural bodies of COOMET are introduced: Joint Committees (JC), Technical committees (TC), Councils, Forums etc.

The scope of their objectives, tasks and working and collaboration procedures is specified in relevant Provisions to be approved by COOMET Committee.

Every structural body is headed by a chairman appointed by COOMET Committee for the period of 4 years with possible prolongation of this period to another one and further transfer of authority to a representative of another member-country.

11. Structural bodies may establish:

· Subcommittees (SC) – in order to address the permanent tasks of collaboration;

· WG in the frame of relevant SC/TC – in order to carry out routine work in the framework of particular projects.

12. Terms of reference, a head and staff of SC are defined by the relevant Technical Committee or by another structural body and approved by COOMET Committee for the period of 3 years with possible prolongation of this period to another one.

13. Organisational and financial matters are managed by structural and working bodies individually taking into account collateral subordination of COOMET bodies.

A National metrological institution - Member of the organisation may invite to cooperation other institutions of its country, at its own discretion, for working on a project. 

Section 6 – Languages 

The languages of the Committee meetings are English and/or Russian. 

1. Documents of wide dissemination to be received and sent by the Secretariat shall be edited both in English and in Russian. 

2. Final reports written after completion of projects may be in English, French, German or Russian. The authors of the report are given the choice of a language sufficiently understood by those to whom they wish to convey their information or considerations. 

3. In other cases, any language may be used that the cooperating partners consider adequate for their communication. 

Section 7 – Rights

In order to achieve the objectives of COOMET, each Member of the Organization shall have the following rights: 

1. To have access, upon agreement, to national standards of other Members of COOMET; 

2. To seek cooperation and assistance in solving metrological problems; 

3. To propose subjects for common projects and participate in their carrying out; 

4. To receive information on the results of activities of COOMET Bodies. 

Section 8 – Obligations

In order to achieve the objectives of COOMET, each Member of the Organization shall accept the following obligations: 

1. To make available to the Committee, upon request, information on projects carried out and planned in line with the scope of the COOMET activities; 

2. To provide assistance and services to Members of COOMET upon mutual agreement; 

3. To participate in common projects of COOMET to the extent of its financial and technical means and depending on its interest and competence; 

4. To treat confidentially any information on the results of pattern approvals, verifications and calibrations of measuring instruments submitted by cooperation partners; 

5. To take into consideration the COOMET recommendations and to support the implementation of the results of COOMET projects in its respective country. 

Section 9 – Cooperation with international organizations 

1. COOMET will make best use of the results of work of international metrology organizations, e.g. the International Metre Convention and the International Organization of Legal Metrology, and also of other organizations of interest to metrology such as ISO, IEC, CODATA and will follow their recommendations in its activities. 

2. COOMET intends to co-operate, as far as there is mutual interest, with regional metrology organizations of the Euro-Asian region, mainly with: 

· A European Collaboration on Measurement Standards (EUROMET), 

· European Legal Metrology Co-operation (WELMEC),

· European co-operation on Accreditation (EA),

· Asia-Pacific Metrology Program (APMP),

· Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF),

and also with organizations of other regions.

Section 10 – Validity of Memorandum 

1. This Memorandum will come into operation on the date of having been signed by at least four Signatories and remain open to further participants. 

2. This Memorandum may at any time be amended by written agreement by at least three-quarters of the Signatories.

3. If a Member on behalf of which this memorandum has been signed, for any reason whatever intends to terminate its participation in COOMET, it shall notify the President of the COOMET Committee of its intention, not later than six months beforehand.

4. This Memorandum is concluded for a term of five years. Unless within this five-year period revision or termination is proposed to the COOMET Committee by at least one third of the Signatories this Memorandum of Understanding will remain in effect for another five-year period.

Section 11 – Liminations 

1. Decisions of COOMET are of an exclusively recommendation nature. 

2. The Secretariat’s activities are financed at the expenses of a COOMET Committee preceding Party. The other COOMET Members can extend financial support on a voluntary basis to the Secretariat, the Presidential Council and other COOMET bodies for the implementation of particular arrangements.

3. This Memorandum does not limit the rights and obligations of the COOMET Members arising from other bilateral or multilateral agreements of cooperations. 

Done at Warsaw on the 12th of June 1991 in English and Russian,

updated and amended at the 10th COOMET Committee meeting 

in Almaty, Kazakhstan on May 25-26, 2000

and

at the 12 COOMET Committee Meeting 

in Havana, Cuba, on May 6-7, 2002
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RULES OF PROCEDURE

Rules of Procedure presented below have been agreed at the first Meeting of the COOMET Committee held in Warsaw on November 13 and 14, 1991 and updated and amended at the 10th COOMET Committee meeting in Almaaty on May 25 and 26, 2000 and at 12 COOMET Committee Meeting in Havana on 6-7 of May 2002.

They amend the description of the COOMET structure and activities, which are part of the Memorandum of Understanding and have been adopted in accordance with Article 7 Section 5 of the Memorandum and should promote the effective solving of co-operation problems in the shortest possible time according to established procedures using modern information technologies and communication facilities. 

MEMBERS OF COOMET AND MEMBERS OF COOMET COMMITTEE 

1.1. From each State only one National Metrology Institution on behalf of which the Memorandum of Understanding has been signed, may be a Member of COOMET. 

1.2. Each COOMET Member must inform the President of the name and address of its appointed Committee Member. 

1.3.The Committee shall elect its President in open voting, by a simple majority of votes. 

1.4. A COOMET Member not represented at two consecutive Committee meetings without giving the reasons for his absence shall be considered as having terminated its participation in COOMET.

1. COOMET PROJECTS 

1.1.  GENERAL 

For each collaborative project a COOMET Project Form must be completed and sent to the Secretariat, which will arrange for its distribution to all Committee Members and to the appropriate head of relevant SC/TC. This will enable all COOMET Members to keep themselves informed of areas of possible cooperation providing them the opportunity to join a cooperation.


Three separate forms are available: 

· PROPOSED COOMET PROJECT FORM 

· AGREED COOMET PROJECT FORM 

· COOMET PROJECT PROGRESS/FINAL REPORT FORM 

Proposals for COOMET collaboration projects may be presented at any time. The collection of Agreed COOMET Projects will represent the working program of COOMET. 

The Committee Members will monitor the COOMET Projects to ensure they are in agreement with COOMET‘s aims and tasks and are conducted in accordance with the adopted procedures. The COOMET cooperation can be extended to involve institutions from non-Member countries in the projects provided the participants of the cooperation agree. 

1.2. SUBJECT FIELDS 

The Project should belong to one of the following subject fields: 

· Acoustics, ultrasound, vibration;

· Electricity and magnetism;

· Flow measurement;

· Ionizing radiation and radioactivity;

· Length and angle;

· Mass and related quantities;
· Photometry and radiometry;

· Physical chemistry;

· Thermometry and thermal physics;

· Time and frequency;

· Reference materials;

· General questions con​cerning measurements (General metrology);

· Legal metrology; 

· Accreditation and quality systems;

· Information and Information technologies;

· Training and rising proficiency level of experts;

· Improvement of COOMET activities.

1.3. PROPOSED COOMET PROJECT 

The Proposer of a project shall fill in a form (Annex 1), and via the COOMET Committee member of his country he shall send it to the COOMET Secretariat. The COOMET Secretariat shall register the project and distribute the form to the head of relevant SC/TC as well as to all COOMET Committee members who will inform the Proposer and the COOMET Secretariat of their interest within a period of three months. 

In case when no COOMET Member is further interested in the fulfilment of the proposed theme, it can remain on the list of proposed projects for up to one year.

1.4. AGREED COOMET PROJECT 

Agreed COOMET Project Forms, Annex 2, must be used when agreement has already bean reached between a number of partners to undertake a specific collaborative project. It is only through the completion of this Form that COOMET Members will be advised of the agreement in question. 

The Working Group set up for accomplishing the project shall be composed of the persons stated in the Form. The Co-ordinator of the Working Group shall be responsible for keeping the relevant SC/TC informed of the progress of the project. 

Once completed the Agreed COOMET Project Form should be sent by the Co-ordinator to the head of relevant SC/TC and to the COOMET Secretariat for distribution to the Committee Members and also for inclusion of the project in the COOMET Working Program and in the data base. 

Should a modification e.g. of the composition of the Working Group or of the scope of the project be decided later, a revised Agreed Project Form shall be circulated.

1.5. COOMET PROJECT PROGRESS/FINAL REPORT 

This Form, Annex 3, should be used by Co-ordinators for reporting the progress on Agreed COOMET Projects, once a year. 

A Final Report must be prepared when a Project is completed. 

In this Report the results obtained should be presented and possible applications stated. Comments on the advantages of undertaking the work collaboratively through COOMET would be useful. 

The Final Report is not deemed as a publication of the work. 

Collaborators are encouraged to publish their work through usual channels, mentioning it was undertaken as a COOMET co-operation. 

The Co-ordinator should send completed Final Report Form to the head of relevant SC/TC and to the COOMET Secretariat.

1.6. CANCELLATION OF COOMET PROJECTS

According to suggestions of heads of SC/TC the COOMET Secretariat excludes projects from Working Programme, which are found to be unpromising and obsolete, however, retaining the information of such projects. 

3. Annual reports on the COOMET bodies ACTIVITIES
3.1 A co-ordinator of WG dealing with the agreed COOMET projects sends annually the intermediate progress report on the project to the head of relevant SC/TC till 31 of January. 

The head of SC/TC can address co-ordinator of WG with a request to submit information on the progress with a certain project in a month time before the meeting of SC/TC.

3.2 The head of SC/TC prepares Annual progress report of SC/TC and forwards it to the Chairman of relevant COOMET Structural Body (SBC) till the end of February.

3.3 Based on the reports of SC/TC the Chairmans of COOMET Structural Bodies prepare reports on the activities of their COOMET bodies and forward them to COOMET Secretariat and represent them at the COOMET Committee meeting.

3.4 Annual reports of the Chairmans of COOMET Structural Bodies established to fulfil specific tasks in the framework of COOMET, should have the following Sections:

1. general characteristic of the cooperation in the respective field including information on specific works and projects being carried out and on the participants engaged in cooperation;

2. results of the last meetings of SBC and subordinated SC/TC;

3. review of the projects completed and information on the use of the results obtained;

4. problems of cooperation with international and regional organizations in the respective field of cooperation;
5. activities for the implementation of International Agreements (for instance, the Mutual Recognition Arrangement of national measurement standards and similar arrangements);
6. information on a prospective place and date for the following meetings of SBC and subordinated SC /TC;

7. proposals for resolutions of the COOMET Committee Meeting.

The total volume of the report should not exceed three to five pages.

3.5 COOMET Secretariat prepares Annual report on COOMET activities based on the reports, which are submitted by Structural bodies, and distributes it to the Committee Members before the Committee Meeting.

4. COMMITTEE MEETINGS / Convocation and procedure 

4.1. The President will decide on the place and date of the Meeting, taking into consideration the proposals formulated by Committee Members during their last Meeting. 

4.2. The President shall notify about the Meeting at least ten weeks in advance and also send the preliminary draft agenda with the request to inform the President within three weeks‘ time of their amendments and more precise definitions. 

4.3. Delegates will be sent a draft agenda at least four weeks in advance of the Meeting. 

4.4. The Committee at the beginning of the Meeting shall decide the agenda. 

4.5. A quorum will be constituted by more than half the Committee Members. 

4.6. The Committee will attempt to reach conclusions by consensus whenever possible. If a compromise cannot be reached, the different points of view shall be recorded in the minutes. 

4.7. A draft report of the Committee Meeting shall be circulated by the Secretariat to all Committee Members within 3 month of the Meeting. In order to speed up the realization of the resolutions adopted at the Committee meeting, it is recommended to the COOMET Secretariat to prepare and distribute to the Committee Members the list of drafts of such resolutions at the end of the Meeting. Approval of the Minutes of relevant Committee meeting is effected through e-mail correspondence during 1 month after they were received from the COOMET Secretariat.

4.8. Between the Meetings the Committee can rise discussions on any questions by correspondence involving all Committee Members and also solve problems of cooperation at the Presidential Council, the meetings of which are convened by the President as required, but not less than once a year between the COOMET Committee Meetings. 

4.9. All structural and working bodies of COOMET may follow similar rules.

5. AMENDMENT OF RULES OF PROCEDURE
These Rules of Procedure can be amended only by a majority of at least half the Committee Members.

Annex 8

About decisions adopted at 8th JCRB meeting and ways of their implementation. 

Situation with realisation of the Mutual Recognition Arrangement (MRA) by COOMET member-countries 

Dr.V.Belotserkovsky, COOMET Vice-President

Cooperation within COOMET takes place in three areas:

1. Measurement standards,
2. Legal metrology,

3. Accreditation of measurement laboratories. 

In the first area, during the past three years COOMET, as well as other regional metrology organizations (RMOs), has paid greatest attention to the realization of the MRA.

At present, several members of the Convention du Metre (Bulgaria, Germany, Romania, Russia, Slovakia) and associated members of the CGPM (Cuba and Lithuania) are taking part in the MRA  fulfillment activities. These seven countries have signed the MRA.

Belarus, Kazakhstan and the Ukraine are planning to sign the MRA in 2002, and Kyrgyzia and Moldova are planning to do so in 2003.

The peculiarity of the activities related to the MRA fulfillment by the COOMET members is the fact that several COOMET member-states (Germany, Slovakia, Bulgaria and Lithuania) present their CMCs via EUROMET. Despite this fact, the above mentioned COOMET members take an active part (this especially concerns Germany, Slovakia and Lithuania) in the review of the CMCs of other COOMET members and have agreed to present their CMCs on the COOMET web-site.

Unfortunately, we have to note that Cuba and Romania are very inactive in this area. They have signed the MRA, but none of their CMCs have been presented for interregional review.

As for the COOMET CMCs, the present day situation is as follows: 

EM, GM and RI CMCs have the status of being "Published" in BIPM KCDB, PR CMCs -"Waiting for electronic approval",

AUV, M, M Viscosity, M Force, T CMCs are on "Review still in progress" stage.

Therefore, compared to other RMOs, we have a delay only in the area L ("Length").

We believe that the COOMET is actively participating in review of other RMOs. Almost all CMCs of other RMOs that were submitted for interregional review have undergone examination at the COOMET. Its results served as basis of the decision to be sent to BIPM.

To put the criteria for mutual recognition on an objective footing, the MRA, specifically, calls upon, that the operation by each NMI of a suitable way of assuring quality.

Quality management systems of almost all NMI of the COOMET have been certified. However, this has been done on the national level only. In order to harmonize quality systems in the regions, to enhance cooperation in the field and to introduce ISO/IEC 17025 the COOMET Quality Forum has been created. Its first meeting took place in Bratislava (Slovakia). The Forum approved its organizational structure, the COOMET Recommendations on the evaluation of quality management systems of the NMIs (see JCRB web-site or COOMET web-site) and set the plan for cooperation in the near future.

It seems relevant to mention the effective work of Slovak meteorological institute (SMU) on the organization of the 1st meeting of this forum, and we hope that this NMIs will continue active coordination of this very important cooperation field within COOMET. COOMET tries to take active part in the work of JCRB. At the 8th meeting of this committee, which took place in Pretoria, we have made a number of suggestions, among which are:

- to improve the organization of activities on regional comparison of measurement standards, it seems expedient to provide for obligatory participation of representatives of all RMOs in the meetings of the consulting committees of CIPM;

- the experience of the two years activity in MRA fulfillment allow us to propose deadline for inter-regional stage of CMC reviewing. Probably 3 month is enough, and the deadline should be marked in the JCRB web-site. If any RMO does not send report to JCRB, it will be equivalent that this RMO agree with reviewed CMCs.

The COOMET proposals were reflected in JCRB-8 documentation, which can be found on the web site, at www.bipm.org/JCRB. The translations of the most important documents can be found on COOMET web site.

The COOMET delegation at JCRB-8 consisted of Russian and Slovak representatives. If other countries wish to take part in the next JCRB meeting as members of our delegation, note that it will take place in Paris on October 3-4.

The significance of MRA and the role ofRMO's in its fulfillment is well known. I would like to pay your attention to the fact that the MRA already influences not only top level national standards.

For example, at the last meeting of April 8-9 in Braunschweig, the COOMET Presidential Council recommended to put out CMCs on lower level standards belonging to NMI and other independent measurement laboratories on the COOMET web-site.

MRA also influences the cooperation in the field of Legal Metrology. For example, in CIS, a new procedure of recognition of test results and approval of types and verification of measuring  devices has been introduced as of 1.07.2002. This procedure states that for mutual recognition it is necessary to be able to traceability of the working measurement standards used in tests and verification to the measurement standards that are recognized by BIPM (that is, to the measurement standards, the information on which is published on the BIPM web site).

The 1st stage of cooperation within MRA will be over in a year and a half. Some of the most important tasks that have to be dealt with by our RMO before this are as follows:

· to provide for active participation of all COOMET member countries in the MRA fulfillment (the signing of the Arrangement by NMI's that have not signed it yet; presentation of CMCs by all COOMET NMI's; increasing the number of experts from different NMI's for the consideration of CMC's presented for regional and interregional review);

· to prepare the documentation on quality management systems by all COOMET NMI's (according to the requirements in the JCRB and COOMET documentation) and to present it for approval to the COOMET Quality Forum;

· to put information on the process of review of all CMCs presented by COOMET NMI's on our RMO web-site.

Thank you for attention !

Annex 9

REPORT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL METROLOGICAL ORGANISATIONS
The following participants gave an overview of the activities of their organisations.

Mr. J-F. Magana gave an overview of the activities of OIML. In his presentation the following major points were discussed:

· harmonisation of national standards in the field of legal metrology,

· setting up mutual confidence to the results of testing,

· development of metrology infrastructure in the countries with transient economy.
This information can be obtained from OIML web-site (www.oiml.org):

http://www.oiml.org/download/docs/oiml_slides_e_jul2001.ppt,

http://www.oiml.org/download/docs/activities_assessment_2001.pdf,

http://www.oiml.org/download/docs/action_plan_english.pdf.

Mr. M. Bily gave a short overview of EUROMET activities during 2001-2002.

EUROMET is a cooperative organisation between the national metrology institutes in the ED including the European Commission, EFTA and EU Accession States

The main aims of EUROMET are:

· to encourage cooperation in the development of national standards and measuring methods

· to optimise the use of resources and services;

· to improve measurement facilities and making them accessible to all members.

To achieve these aims EUROMET works through eleven subject fields in four types of collaboration.

Events
· EUROMET Executive Committe (until end of March 2001: Consultative Committee) 4 Meetings between March 2001 and March 2002

· EUROMET General Assembly (until May 2001: Euromet Committee Meeting) May 2001 (Switzerland) and May 2002 (Slovak Republic)

· Several meetings of the Contact Persons in each subject field were held. EUROMET representation in non EUROMET meetings

Representation of EUROMET by the chairman and EUROMET delegations at numerous international meetings and General Assemblies of other RMOs.

Members
Full members (signatories): 25 (same as in 2001) Corresponding Organisations: 14 (+1) Corresponding NMIs: 2 (same as in 2001) Corresponding Applicants: 9 (+3)

CIPM Mutual Recognition Arrangement
The past twelve months were again dominated by the implementation of the MRA. Most of the 25 EUROMET members are also signatories to the MRA. In addition, several NMIs from pre-accession countries are on their way to become EUROMET members and to take part in the MRA as well. The implementation process going on at NMIs and EUROMET groups into the three interconnected areas: Key Comparisons (KC), Calibration and Measurement Capabilities (CMCs) and the Quality System (QS).

Projects (by 30 April 2002)
283 projects are completed

By Subject Field: 221 projects are active:

· Acoustics, ultrasound and vibration – 16

· Electricity and magnetism – 33

· Flow – 19

· Interdisciplinary metrology – 13

· Ionising radiation – 10

· Length – 20

· Mass and related quantities – 32

· Metrology in Chemistry – 14

· Photometry and radiometry – 24

· Thermometry – 30

· Time and frequency – 10

By Type of Collaboration: 

· Traceability – 27 

· Cooperation in research – 71 

· Comparison of measurement standards – 106 

· Consultation on facilities – 17

Calibration and Measurement Capabilities (CMCs) (by 30 January 2002)
The number of CMC entries varies considerably from subject field to subject field. The total number of entries is 11 '671.

The number of countries varies between 9 and 22 depending on the subject field.

Under EUROMET preparation/review:
726

Under review by RMOs:
3771

Approved/published:
7174

· Acoustics, ultrasound and vibration – 430

· Electricity and magnetism – 4802

· Flow – 506

· Ionising radiation – 1766

· Length – 861

· Mass and related quantities – 712

· Metrology in Chemistry – 901

· Photometry and radiometry – 279

· Thermometry – 1194

· Time and frequency – 220

TC Chairs and experts had to spend considerable time and effort to reviewing EUROMET and other RMOs' CMCs. The completion of quality systems at NMIs covering their submitted CMCs according to the MRA, the preparation of documents and the presentation at the QS-Forum consisted of major activities of EUROMET members and vice-versa the various committees

Mr. G. Sidorenko told about the activities of Scientific-technical commission (STCMeter) of EASC of CIS. The major objectives of STCMeter are as follows:

· to generate ideas on development of programs aiming at creation and use of measurement standards, inter-governmental CRM of composition and properties, reference data on physical constants and properties of substances and materials; 

· to ensure development of drafts of inter-governmental written standards for assuring the uniformity of measurements;

· to encourage development of projects of inter-governmental programs of comparisons of national measurement standards and verification of measuring instruments.

To fulfil these objectives an inter-governmental program for 1999-2001 “Development and use of inter-governmental CRM of properties and composition of materials and substances” was developed.   

In the frame of this program it was planned to develop 77 CRM and actually 44 CRM were developed. NMIs of Khazakstan, Moldova, Russia, Uzbekistan and the Ukraine participated in this work. Inter-governmental CRM can be utilised in the CIS without any additional approval. The works will continue in 2002-2005 in the frame of second stage of the Program, which was approved at the recent meeting of EASC. It is planned to develop 65 types of CRM in all. 

STCMeter and EASC paid great attention to the realisation of intergovernmental agreement “About co-ordinated policy of CIS in the field of standardisation, metrology and certification”

With this purpose at the last meetings of STCMeter and EASC some normative documents regulating recognition of metrological work results carried out in CIS in the legally regulated area, were approved. In particular, a new revision of intergovernmental rules on metrology PMG 06-2001 “Rules for recognition of results of testing and type approval, verification, metrological assessment of measuring instruments” was accepted. PMG “Rules for recognition of measuring procedures” and “Comparison of measuring standards. Implementation Procedure”. 

The work on developing other intergovernmental documents based on international rules and norms have been carried out. For instance, a decision was adopted to develop intergovernmental written standard – GOST “Requirement to the quantity of pre-packaged goods of any kind at production, selling and importing”. This standard was developed taking into account requirements of EC Directives (76/211/ЕЭС, 75/106/ЕЭС, 75/107/ЕЭС), and OIML Recommendations (Р 87 и Р 96).

Considerable attention is also paid to unification of requirements to composition of written standards and elimination of duplicate work on developing normative documents in the field of metrology performed by national organisations of CIS. 

To harmonise requirements to the composition of normative documents STC Meter and IGC approved the following recommendations:

· RMG «SSM. Measuring Procedures for instruments. General provisions»;

· RMG 34-2001 «SSM. Procedure for updating the Register of intergovernmental CRM»;

· RMG «SSM. Procedure for maintaining Index of verification sets and code list of measuring instruments categories».

An example of this approach is a “Program for developing and reviewing basic documents in the field of metrology”, which combine the efforts of CIS NMIs on development of normative documents in the field of metrology. This program is available for any CIS NMI. According to this program more than 30 normative documents will be developed for further implementation in the field of metrology covering such objects as measuring standards, state surveillance over measuring instruments, etc.  Up to now 15 normative documents were developed and approved by EASC as intergovernmental and applied to practice in a number of CIS countries. 

One more important direction of work of EASC and STCMeter is to encourage CIS countries in performing research works in the field of metrology. For instance, in the field of nano-measuring according the recommendations of STCMeter a Program “Development of a new generation measuring standard of length in the range of length from 10-10 to 10-6 m” was developed.

EASC and STCMeter pay great attention to the exchange of information between NMIs about the state of their metrological infrastructure (including measuring insruments, CRM, normative documents, etc.) With this purpose a special section “Information resources” was added to the EASC’s web-site where one can get up-to-date information received from NMIs of CIS countries.   

The decisions of CIS and STC Meter facilitate improvement of metrology in CIS countries and reinforce collaboration processes in this very area. It also helped to retain the unified metrological area and eliminate barriers to trade in CIS countries.  

Information about the activities of JCRB and the results of its 9th meeting was produced by Mr. V. Belotserkovsky according to the item 9 of the Agenda (see Annex 8).

Annex 10

Thesis of lecture 

"Accreditation in the field of legal metrology – new developments in EU"

 (Lecture of Mr. H. Apel)

Question of accreditation of laboratories working in the field of legal metrology is a rather controversial one.

When entering into this subject we should first come up with certain verification of the definitions. What is internationally being recognised as accreditation? The emphasis should be laid on the key word – a body or person that is competent to carry out specific task. In the most of the cases, at least in Europe, accreditation is closely linked with certification. Certification is just a procedure to prove conformity to certain requirements meanwhile in accreditation the emphasis is laid down on competence of a body or person. 

In the last two decades the importance of calibration certificates increased significantly. However increased number of certificates does not assume their quality. There is one general objective of such trend. This objective is a, so-called, “one stop testing”, what means that the test results obtained in one laboratory will be accepted, in ideal case, world-wide. 

The fact that one instrument tested in one country is accepted in other countries can only be realised if there is general recognition and confidence in results of the work of laboratories. And this recognition will only happen if there is a guaranty of competence of these laboratories. It means that competence of the laboratories should assure reliable and reproducible test results, which is a key element of the recognition of test certificates. 

This question is widely discussed on the international level and in particularly in the OIML working group. 

If we apply the above to regulated and non-regulated area of legal metrology we should made differentiation between two terms – calibration and verification. I would like to stress up that verification is something more than calibration i.e. verification is calibration plus conformity testing. 

When OIML or other similar institutions in the world are discussing this question with organisations dealing only with calibration they should clearly understand of working in one part of legal metrology. 

In Europe non regulated area is increasingly influence or even dominates the legally regulated area to an extent or tendency to undermine or weaken the latter.

In Europe in the field of legal metrology we have widely applied system of either nomination, recognition or notification of testing laboratories

One of the preconditions generally recognised concerning accreditation is the certification of Quality system of a laboratory. However, the key form of demonstrating competence is inter-laboratory comparisons.
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