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International Workshop 
"Role of MRA CIPM in international cooperation in the field of metrology and in supporting trade and economical interrelations" 

took place in Minsk, Republic of Belarus on 11 of May, 2005  

The workshop was organized by International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM), Joint Committee of Regional metrology organizations and BIPM (JCRB) and Euro-Asian Cooperation of National Metrological Institutions (COOMET). 

The workshop gathered experts from International Committee of Weights and Measures (CIPM), BIPM and Regional metrology organizations (APMP, КOOMET, EUROMET, SADCMET, SIM

), NMIs of Belarus, China, Germany, France, Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Moldova, New Zeeland, Russia, Republic of South Africa, Slovakia, Ukraine, Uruguay, USA.  Metrologists from leading enterprises of Belarussian industry also attended the workshop. Overall number of registered participants reached 120.

Chairman of Gosstandart of the Republic of Belarus Dr. Valery Koreshkov welcomed participants and gave an overview of national System for assuring uniformity of measurements and also its future development.

The reporters from CIPM, BIPM, APMP, CООМЕТ, EUROMET, SADCMET, SIM
 contributed to the Workshop….

The Workshop focused on issues of metrology due to globalization and implied goals of metrology in trade, industry and social area and also on the corresponding role of MRA CIPM.

The working program included the following:

· Role of MRA CIPM in promoting trade and economical interrelations and cooperation between BIPM and OIML, ILAC and other international organizations (Prof. Andrew Wollard, BIPM Director, JCRB Chairman); 

· New objectives of metrology in the field of trade, industry and social environments (Dr. Robert Kaarls, CIPM Secretary);
· Organization of regional review of СМСs (Dr. Ismael Castelazo, Executive Secretary of JCRB);
· Organization of comparisons and role of Consultative Committees in implementation of MRA CIPM (Dr. Robert Kaarls, CIPM Secretary);
· Informational database - KCDB (Dr. Claudine Thomas, Administrator of KCDB BIPM);
· Introduction of Quality management system of NMIs and its role in assuring confidence in their activities (Prof. Matey Bily, General Director of Slovak metrology institute, Chairman of COOMET Quality Forum);
· About urgent issues and particularities of collaboration in the filed of metrology within RMO:

· Issues of NMIs in APMP after the transition period of the CIPM-MRA 
(Dr. Takashi Usuda, National Metrology Institute of Japan, APMP Executive secretary);
· Problems of the regional cooperation within COOMET (Dr. Nikolai Zhagora, Director of Belarussian State Institute of Metrology, COOMET President);
· Implementing metrology in the European Research Area. The iMERA project (Dr. Luc Erard, Director of LNE, EUROMET Representative);
· About SADCMET activity (Dr. Mukayi Musarurwa, Business Area Manager of CSIR-National Metrology Laboratory, SADCMET Regional Coordinator);
· About SIM activity (Prof. Luis Mussio, Chief of Metrology Department of LATU, SIM Representative);

· Information Support of COOMET Members Related to the Implementation of MRA CIPM (Dr. Vitally Bugaev, VNIIFTRI, COOMET Representative).
Organizers distributed among participants relevant methodological and reference documents. 

Participants acknowledged organizers for efficient arrangements of the Workshop and reporters for their explicit presentations which found response in further discussions. The idea of holding Workshops of the kind in the future was strongly welcomed.

COOMET Secretariat

�   APMP – Asia-Pasific Metrology Programme;


COOMET – Euro-Asia cooperation of national metrological institutions;


EUROMET –  European Collaboration in Measurement Standards;


SADCMET – Southern African development community cooperation in measurement traceability;


SIM – Inter-American Metrology System.
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