COOMET President’s Report
on the activities after the 19th meeting of
COOMET Committee (May 2009 – April 2010)
and tasks of cooperation
Dear Colleagues!
On behalf of COOMET Committee I would like to once again welcome the Agency for Standardization, Metrology, Certification and Trade Inspection of the Government of Tajikistan Republic (Tajikstandart) as new COOMET member and express confidence in further effective cooperation.

New members in COOMET indicate the enhancement of COOMET role at the regional and international levels. 

During the period of this report COOMET performed its activities in all basic fields of cooperation stipulated by the Memorandum of Understanding and COOMET Development Programme for 2008 – 2010. 

I will dwell on some results of cooperation in the period of this report and tasks for 2010.

1. Improvement of COOMET structure 

At the previous meeting of COOMET Committee we established a Technical Committee (TC 5) for Research and Development in order to implement joint research.
At the 14th meeting of the President’s Council we discussed the fields of TC 5 activity and agreed that COOMET Vice-President Prof Klaus-Dieter Sommer would coordinate the activity of this TC.
The development of a concept of joint research will be made within Project 492/DE/10. It is planned to perform the following actions by the 21st meeting of COOMET Committee:

· State-of-art analysis in COOMET member countries;

· Research need of participating countries;

· Identification of research subjects of common interest;

· Proposed funding of a joint metrological research programme.
A number of countries expressed their interest in this area.

I am confident that the development and implementation of joint projects in COOMET will have a considerable contribution to science and stimulate innovations to solve metrology problems in our countries.
The agenda of the 20th meeting has an item devoted to the changes in the structure of TC 2 for Legal Metrology. The proposals for changing the TC 2 structure were made by TC 2 Chairperson Dr Olaf Kühn at the 14th meeting of the President’s Council. The main purpose of these changes is to improve the efficiency and optimization of the TC activity based on the experience of the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) and other regional legal metrology organizations. The President’s Council approved the proposed changes and considers the new structure to be capable of promoting further expansion of cooperation in legal metrology in COOMET member countries and coordination of TC 2 activities with those of other Technical Committees of COOMET.

2. Involving new parties in the Arrangement on Mutual Recognition of National Measurement Standards and Calibration and Measurement Certificates Issued by National Metrology Institutes (CIPM MRA)

The need for Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan to accede to the CIPM MRA was discussed at several meetings of COOMET Committee.
In the reporting period at the request of COOMET, Director of the International Bureau of Weights and Measures (BIPM) Andrew J. Wallard sent official letters to the embassies of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in France and to heads of metrological institutions explaining the rules and terms of acceding to the Metre Convention and the CIPM MRA. 
The following international workshops were held within SC 4.5 “Support in Developing the Basic Metrological Infrastructure of COOMET Member Countries” in 2009 for experts of the national metrology institutes of these countries:

· “Calibration, Verification, Traceability” (14–16 July 2009, Yerevan, Armenia);
· “Implementation of Quality Management Systems at NMIs according to ISO/IEC 17025” (14–15 October 2009, Tbilisi, Georgia).

Considering the great importance of the CIPM MRA in broadening the economic, scientific and technical, and international cooperation as well as in eliminating technical barriers to trade, the activity we perform in this field will surely result in singing of the Metre Convention by the governments of the above-mentioned countries or acquiring of the status of an Associate to the General Conference of Weights and Measures (CGPM) by the NMIs of these countries to participate in the implementation of the CIPM MRA in the near future.

3. Activities in some fields of cooperation
COOMET activity on the implementation of the CIPM MRA within the Joint Committee for Measurement Standards was aimed at
•
organizing and carrying out regional comparisons;

•
carrying out CMC reviews and publishing them in the KCDB;

•
internal and peer reviewing the quality management systems of NMIs.

In late 2009 I signed the updated COOMET Programme of Comparisons for 2010 which contained 100 on-going, planned and completed comparisons (this is 15 comparisons more than in 2009).

During the reporting period 3 new COOMET comparisons were registered in Appendix B of the KCDB. The number of COOMET comparisons registered in the KCDB as of 10 April is 60.

During the period of this report 4 comparisons launched in 2005 in mass and related quantities and ionizing radiation were completed at last. 

The priority task for 2010 is still to comply with the optimal deadlines for carrying out comparisons, in particular for drawing up final reports. I would like to ask the coordinators of the comparisons launched prior to 2008 to take all measures to finish them as soon as possible.

In 2009 we continued preparing CMCs, carrying out their review in COOMET and submitting them for inter-regional review.

As a result of reviews CMCs in the following area were published:

· Physical Chemistry (Ukraine and Russia);

· Acoustics, Ultrasound and Vibration (Russia);

· Temperature (Russia and Belarus);

· Time and Frequency (Ukraine).

CMCs of Belarus and Ukraine on Mass and Related Quantities and CMCs of Ukraine on Electricity and Magnetism are under voting.

The total number of CMC entries of COOMET member countries published in the KCDB continues to grow.

The number of CMC entries of Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Cuba, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine (submitted through COOMET), and Germany, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Lithuania and Romania (submitted through EURАMET) is 4259 (increase by 469 entries in the reporting period). 

We continued our activities on the Programme of Joint Development of Reference Materials within COOMET. 29 types of reference materials were developed in 2009.

At present, TC 1.12 is developing a procedure for comparison of reference materials. 

It should be noted that this TC chaired by Prof Vladislav Leonov is working very hard.

During the reporting period we continued our active cooperation on quality systems within COOMET Quality Forum which is aimed to implement the CIPM MRA

The list of COOMET auditors carrying out QMS peer reviews for COOMET NMIs was updated. A workshop for COOMET auditors was held within a “training” peer review of INSM of Moldova in Chisinau in December 2009. The workshop consisted of a theoretical and practical part. In the practical part the participants fixed the obtained knowledge through a “training” peer review of the QMS of INSM labs. 

This year COOMET has started the second loop of QMS peer reviews. The TC for Quality Forum therefore updated and approved two recommendations submitted for confirmation at this meeting:

· Recommendation for Evaluation of Quality Management Systems of National Metrology Institutes of COOMET, and
· Order and Procedure for Evaluation of Quality Management Systems of National Metrology Institutes of COOMET.

It is planned to discuss the results of the peer reviews of 3 Russian NMIs (VNIIM, VNIIMS, VNIIOFI) and hear oral presentations of NSC “Institute of Metrology” and DP “Ukrmetrteststandart” (Ukraine), and BelGIM (Belarus) at the next meeting of the Technical Committee for Quality Forum to be held in Moscow in late June. It is expected to carry out peer reviews of the QMS of VNIIFTRI, BelGIM, NSC “Institute of Metrology” and DP “Ukrmetrtest-standart” in autumn 2010.
I would like to note the active work of this TC and its Chairperson Dr Stanislav Musil.
There is no doubt that the implementation and application of QMS in metrology institutes promote good cooperation, therefore I would like to encourage the countries to actively support the actions of the Quality Forum.

Last year we performed activities on information and training.

At the 19th meeting of COOMET Committee we made a decision to create a working COOMET webportal and launch Project 478/UA/09.
The following activities were performed in the reporting period:

· Development of the global concept and the interaction design; 

· Elaboration of state-of-the-art screen-design and navigation interface;

· Development of a secure user account administration.

A beta-version of the portal was presented at the 14th meeting of the President’s Council.

An online workshop for page editors of COOMET countries was held at PTB in March 2010. At the workshop the participants learned the software tools and filled the pages of COOMET member countries with the relevant information.
It is planned to hold another workshop for online editors of Technical Committees. 

It should be noted that the webportal is a good opportunity for a number of countries to present their national metrology systems in the Internet.
The launch of the webportal for general use is expected after the 15th meeting of the President’s Council.

Among the significant events in the information and training area are:

· International Seminar “10 Years to the CIPM MRA: Results and Prospects of Cooperation” held in Kazan in September 2009. Representatives of the International Bureau of Weights and Measures and all regional metrology organizations (AFRIMETS, APMP, COOMET, EURАMET, SIM) participated in the seminar. 

· Seminar “Mathematical, Statistical and Computer Support for Measurement Quality” held in June 2009 in Saint-Petersburg. 

I would like to announce that VI “Metrology and Measurement Technique” International Conference will be held in Kharkov on 12-14 October this year. 

4. Interaction with international, regional and national metrology organizations is another important field of cooperation
In the reporting period we continued cooperating with international (CIPM, BIPM, JCRB, CIML, BIML) and regional (AFRIMETS, APMP, EURАMET, SIM) metrology organizations. 
We established liaisons with NCSLI.

COOMET representatives took part in the 23rd and 24th JCRB meetings. 
In September 2009 COOMET was the organizer of the 23rd JCRB meeting in Kazan; the meeting was rated highly by the participants.

COOMET representatives participated in the following events and popularized the activity of the organization:

· NCSLI International Conference “Metrology Impact on Global Trade”;

· NCSLI International Exhibition (26–29 July 2009, San Antonio, USA);

· Round Table of Regional Legal Metrology Organizations within the 44th meeting of CIML;

· 25th meeting of WELMEC Committee;

· 3rd General Assembly of EURAMET;

· 25th General Assembly of APMP;

· 19th meeting of APMP Developing Economies Committee.

We can therefore conclude that the tasks set in the COOMET Development Programme for 2009 have mainly been fulfilled.

During the preparations to the 20th meeting of COOMET Committee the Secretariat distributed a questionnaire to determine the level of satisfaction with the work of our organization.

We received feedback from 11 member countries (see enclosed to my report). 
It should be noted that comparing with the questioning results of the previous year the satisfaction level has increased.

Based on the feedback received we can formulate the tasks to be discussed and solved:

1. Development of long-term programmes on training and raising the proficiency level of young metrologists;

2. COOMET website enhancement;

3. Creation of a data base for calibration and measurement services and needs of COOMET;

4. Creation of a data base for normative documents of COOMET member countries in metrology;
5. Popularization of CООМЕТ at the international level and in member countries.

All these issues are more or less covered in the agenda of today’s meeting. 

Finally, I would like to wish all of us successful and effective work at the meeting and to express my confidence that our decisions will contribute to COOMET development and broadening of cooperation among our member countries.

Thank you for your attention!

Dr Goryslav Sydorenko,

COOMET President[image: image1.png]
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