Task Force

Contributions of some Members of the Task Force were given in written format and are attached.

During the discussion, several points were highlighted:


· The need of D.C. for assistance in developing new laws and a new organization of legal metrology is high, and guidance documents such as the revised D1 are essential.

· The need for mutual information, and the need for information on the legal metrology activities in developed countries, are important. The Developing Countries also need information on type approval certificates issued in other countries, as well as information on verification methods and conformity to type.

· The possible ways to share facilities between two or several countries must be addressed.

· Documents and arguments for raising the awareness of Governments on the stakes of metrology are quite important for all countries, especially D.C.

· The work undertaken several years ago by Mr. Thulin (BIML) should be also used.


The following conclusions were adopted:


· A request should be made for rapid advancement of the work on the revision of OIML D1 Law on Metrology;

· A seminar should be held in May 2003 in Moscow in association with COOMET,

· A metrology seminar for African countries should be held during 2003, in association with the PTB;

· The BIML will develop rapidly on the OIML web site a page on which the members of the Task Force can upload and download contributions and proposals;

· The BIML should develop as soon as possible on its web site, tools for improving the exchange of technical information between Member States and Corresponding Members.

· The participants will send proposals and comments using this internet facility in view of the next meeting of the Task Force, which will be organized in around six months.

Terms of Reference of the Joint Committee on Coordination of Assistance to Developing Countries in Metrology, Accreditation and Standardization (JCDCMAS) 

The JCDCMAS is a joint initiative of the BIPM, the OIML, IAF, IEC, ILAC, ISO, ITU-T and UNIDO, with the aim of co-ordinating assistance to developing countries and those in transition in the areas of metrology, accreditation, and standardization (MAS) and intends to be the primary international source of advice and expertise in relation to MAS for all relevant parties, and in particular to facilitate the work of developing countries in meeting relevant multilateral commitments in MAS, especially in relation to activities of relevant international and regional organizations.

Its Terms of Reference are:

· To provide a co-ordinated approach to MAS for developing countries and those in transition, thereby eliminating duplication of effort and ensuring consistency in the expert advice provided to countries and other international or donor bodies on MAS-related activities;


· To identify what relevant activities are being undertaken around the world and to provide a central information point to help eliminate duplication of effort and ensure efficiency of communication;


· To promote the important role of all MAS elements for developing countries and those in transition to: governments; funding bodies and donors, with the help of co-ordinated awareness campaigns; 


· To co-ordinate their and other activities in order to support the needs of developing countries and those in transition, at stages appropriate to the level of development of the country;


· To contribute to a co-ordinated process of infrastructure-creation that is tailor-made for regions and/or individual nations, in a sequence that is effective and coherent;


· To be a forum for providing best practices for developing countries and those in transition with regard to MAS-related activities;


· To facilitate international recognition of developing country bodies and their participation in Mutual Recognition Arrangements relevant to MAS as well as to promote the relevance and the value of membership of partner organisations to developing countries.

