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I
Complementarity between the OIML and the RLMOs

The role of the OIML (as described in particular in the OIML Convention) and the objectives of the various Regional Legal Metrology Organizations, are described in the Annex to this document.

The respective roles of the OIML and of the RLMOs may be analyzed as below.

I.1
Missions which are specific to the OIML

-
To determine the general principles of legal metrology,

-
To harmonize legal metrology regulations,

-
To draw up guidance for inspection and checking of measuring instruments,

-
To set up OIML certification systems.

These tasks should not be undertaken independently at Regional level, but should rather be centralized at the OIML level.

I.2
Missions which are shared between the OIML and the RLMOs

-
To promote metrology and legal metrology,

-
To develop mutual information,

-
To develop mutual confidence,

-
To promote mutual recognition arrangements,

-
To facilitate cooperation and assistance for developing countries.

For these tasks, the OIML and the RLMOs should cooperate closely so as to increase efficiency. This coordination should include a joint approach and methodology, joint tools (publications, videos, web sites, etc.) and coordinated action plans.

I.3
Missions which are specific to RLMOs

-
To identify any special features of legal metrology which need to be reflected in the Region,

-
To inform non-OIML Members of OIML work,

-
To prepare regional input for OIML work.

In this task, the RLMOs should ensure that they inform the OIML of the conclusions of their regional work, and the OIML must take account of this information in its own work.

II
Council for Cooperation with RLMOs

A Council for Cooperation with RLMOs should be set up within the OIML, in order to advise the OIML Presidential Council as to the necessary coordination resulting from the considerations described above, and to work out:

-
a draft agreement between the OIML and the RLMOs on the distribution of responsibilities as provisionally described in point I above,

-
a survey of the existing actions within both the OIML and the RLMOs concerning shared missions,

-
a draft common approach and policy on such shared missions, to be adopted by the CIML and the RLMOs,

This Council, which would follow up on progress concerning this coordination and report annually to the OIML Presidential Council and the CIML, should be composed of:

-
the CIML President or one CIML Vice-President,

-
one representative of each RLMO,

-
one representative of the BIML, assuring the Secretariat of the Council.

ANNEX

Role of the OIML and 

objectives of the different RLMOs

Role of the OIML

The role of the OIML, defined in particular in the Convention, may be summarized as follows:

-
to develop mutual information,

-
to determine the general principles of legal metrology and harmonize legal metrology regulations,

-
to draw up guidance for inspection and checking of measuring instruments,

-
to set up OIML certification systems

-
to promote mutual recognitions,

-
to promote closer relations between the different services responsible of legal metrology at national level

-
to facilitate cooperation with and assistance to developing countries.

Objectives of APLMF:

-
To identify and promote the removal of technical or administrative barriers to trade in the field of legal metrology. 

-
To develop and maintain mutual confidence in measurement (metrological control) among legal metrology authorities in the Asia-Pacific region. 

-
To provide a forum for exchange of information among legal metrology authorities. 

-
To promote mutual recognition arrangements among Members and with other regional groups and individual economies. 

-
To cooperate with the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) and promote the use and acceptance of OIML International Recommendations and other publications and the OIML Certification System. 

-
To collaborate with other regional bodies in the field of legal metrology. 

-
To coordinate regional training courses in legal metrology and facilitate exchange of staff personnel among authorities. 

-
To facilitate the provision of cooperation and assistance in the development of the legal metrology infrastructure of members

Objectives of COOMET:

-
to contribute to an effective solution of problems concerning the uniformity of measures, and to the uniformity of measurement procedures and the required accuracy of measurement results;

-
to contribute to closer cooperation between national economies and to the elimination of technical barriers to international trade;

-
to establish closer contact between the activities of the metrology services of Euro-Asian states and the activities of corresponding services in other regions and, in particular to cooperate with EUROMET, EA, WELMEC, APMP and APLMF as far as both sides are interested in such a cooperation

Objectives of EMLMF:

-
To organize exchange of information and to develop and maintain mutual confidence in measurement (and metrological control) among legal metrology authorities of member states. 

-
To identify and promote the removal of technical or administrative barriers to trade in the field of legal metrology, in particular by progressing towards mutual recognition arrangements among Members. 

-
To coordinate regional training courses in legal metrology and facilitate exchange of staff among authorities. 

-
To facilitate cooperation and assistance in the development of the legal metrology infrastructure of members. 

-
To promote the setting up of common test methods.

-
In cooperation with the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML), to promote the use and acceptance of OIML International Recommendations and other publications and the OIML Certification System. 

-
In cooperation with other regional bodies in the field of legal metrology, to foster mutual recognition arrangements at international level.

Objectives of SADCMEL: 

The SADC Cooperation in Legal Metrology shall facilitate the harmonisation of the national Legal Metrology regulations of the Member States and between SADC and other regional and international trading blocks:

-
develop and maintain mutual confidence amongst Legal Metrology services in the Region;

-
achieve and maintain equivalence of Legal Metrology activities in the Region;

-
identify and remove technical and administrative barriers to trade in the field of measuring instruments; and

-
promote consistent interpretation and application of normative documents and propose actions to facilitate their implementation

Objectives of SIM:

-
Raise standards of basic metrology in each country in the hemisphere,

-
Contribute to the measurement infrastructure required to promote equity in commercial transactions,

-
Foster competitiveness and quality in the manufacturing sector in order to promote commercial transactions,

-
Identify sectors and institutions that can conduct specific multinational activities in metrology support,

-
Contribute to the metrological infrastructure required to protect the environment, to control the accelerated use of resources and to promote the general well-being of the population, including its health and safety.

Objectives of WELMEC:

-
to develop and maintain mutual confidence between legal metrology services in Europe;

-
to achieve and maintain the equivalence and harmonisation of legal metrology activities taking into account the relevant guidelines;

-
to identify any special features of legal metrology which need to be reflected in the European metrology, certification and testing framework;

-
to organise the exchange of information for legal metrology applied at national and local level;

-
to identify, and promote the removal of, technical or administrative barriers to trade in the field of measuring instruments;

-
to promote consistency of interpretation and application of normative documents and propose actions to facilitate implementation;

-
to identify specific technical problems which might form the subject of collaborative projects;

-
to maintain working links with all relevant bodies and promote the infrastructure relating to harmonisation of legal metrology;

-
to debate trends and establish criteria for the scope of legal metrology and maintain channels for a continuous flow of knowledge
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